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Writing Assignment

Due every Friday so you will only turn in 3 per six weeks. 

Sciencedaily.com
Purpose:  The purpose of this assignment is to encourage students to connect what we are learning about in science class to the bigger picture.

Task:  In this current events assignment, you will find, read and write a 2 paragraph summary of a science news article. 

Procedure:  

1. You will need to choose a science news article from a magazine, newspaper or Internet.  The source needs to be from the current month and year that it is due, the month prior to the due date, or month after the due date.  Sometimes magazines arrive in the mail and on the newsstands a month early.  For example if your first Current Events assignment is due September 20, 2013, you may use a source from August 2013, September 2013, or October 2013.  No current event will be accepted if they are not current.
2. You may not use Wikipedia, encyclopedias, or textbooks.   You cannot watch TV and write about it.

3. Paragraphs should be doubled spaced and neatly written in blue or black INK or typed in size 12 font.  Any summary done in pencil will need to be redone and will be considered late.  Make sure the article is long enough for you to gather enough information to write at least two paragraphs about it.

4. Read the entire article then, in the first paragraph summarize what the article is about in YOUR OWN WORDS.

5. A good summary should include WHO did WHAT, WHERE it occurred, WHEN it happened, and WHY it is important.  

6. Be careful not to plagiarize.  This means do not just change a few words and copy the rest of the article.  You need to rephrase the information in your OWN words.  I want to know what you learned from reading the article.  If you are using someone else’s words, you must put them in quotes.

7. The second paragraph of the assignment must include why it relates to science and/or how the information was beneficial to you or may be beneficial to someone else.  For example, an article about pesticides might be relevant to a farmer or an article on a new drug might be relevant to someone who has cancer.  

8. You must cite your source according to APA standards.  Please come ask me or the librarians if you have any questions about APA citations. 
9. You need to plan ahead to print out your summary.  If you have printer problems, you may use the school library computers.  If you do not have access to a computer, you need to handwrite it in blue or black ink.  I will accept any e-mails.  Computer problems will not be an acceptable excuse for an assignment turned in late.  

How the assignment will be graded:

1. Article: Appropriate topic (sciencedaily.com)



2. Summary Paragraph: Well written summary with 6-8 well written and complete sentences. 

3. Opinion Paragraph: 6-8 well written and complete sentences.  Describe how it made you feel and the impact it had on you.
4. Typed or neatly written with correct grammar.


5. Citation: APA Format (bottom of page)
EXAMPLE:

Georgia Ioanis 









June 15, 2011

Current Events Assignment







Period 1

In the recent article, “A Quick Dip in a Dirty Pool” by Ian Smith, the Centers for Disease 

Control projects that thousands of swimmers could be ill this summer from public pools.  Many parasites and bacteria are showing up in pools tested all over the United States.  Some swimmers are showing up at the hospital with a rash or a very upset stomach. One of the most dangerous bacteria found are Cryptosporidium.  It is a parasite that can multiply in your digestive system, leak out through a baby’s diaper in the pool, and then, if swallowed, it can cause diarrhea.  The tricky thing about Cryptosporidium is that it is highly resistant to chlorine and is able to survive in pool water for a few days.  E.Coli is another common bacteria found in pools.  It is also a bacteria that is found in the stomach and intestines of animals and is spread through feces particles, leaked out of dirty diapers in pools.  E.Coli is more easily destroyed by the chlorine in pool water than Cryptosporidium.

This article is relevant to me because I use public pools in the summer.  The article gave helpful information on how bacteria are spread and steps to take to avoid getting bacterial infections.  One of the ways you can do a visual check for these microbes is to look at the water before you jump in.  It should be clear enough for you to see through at least ten feet of water and see objects such as the stripes on the bottom of the pool clearly.  If you see foamy or bubbling water along the pool’s edge this could be a sign that there is pollen or bacteria in the pool water.  The best advice is to keep your mouth closed while swimming.  Sometimes swimmers accidentally swallow some pool water and then ingest the microbes right along with the water into their digestive system.  Also, be on the lookout for babies wearing diapers.  Parents need to be changing their baby’s diapers frequently and washing their hands after diaper changes.  If you go to the restroom while at the pool be sure to wash your hands thoroughly when you’re done before re-entering the pool.
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